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than to the modern half-believer. In the first half of the nine-
teenth century especially, the intellectual class of Russia was
profoundly affected by German philosophy. Alexander Herzen,
one of the precursors of Nihilism, was enamoured of the West.
He himself had suffered at the hands of the autocracy; under
the influence of the Hegelians of the left and of Feuerbach, he
became a firm socialist. Later Herzen became disillusioned
both with regard to the West and to extreme socialism, but
from the beginning his Hegelian socialism was of a pessimistic
and fatalistic kind. After describing the wonders of the social-
istic regime, he ends with these sad phrases:

Socialism will develop in all its phases, to its last consequence,
to absurdity. Then once more the cry of negation will come from
the titanic breast of the revolutionary minority; once more a mortal
combat will begin, a combat in which a new socialism will take the
place of the reigning conservatism, and will then be vanquished by a
revolution unknown to us. The eternal play of life, cruel as death,
inevitable as birth, constitutes the ebb and flow of history, the per-
petuum mobile of life.1

An even more profound disillusionment was the experience of
another precursor of Nihilism, Belinsky. He had lost his faith
in Christianity, and with that loss went everything. He did not,
like Marx, look to a proletarian victory; instead he suffered from
an orgy of compassion and pity, he revolted against the suffering
and misery of the world which now had no meaning for him.
He was willing to go to any limit in order to lessen it, even to
the limit of cutting off the heads of a large section of mankind.
This attitude is typical of the really religious soul which has
lost its faith in God., The Western mind lost its religion before it
lost its Christianity; the opposite was the case with the Russian.
Hence that suffering which is exalted and spiritualized in the
doctrine of the Cross becomes a veritable stumbling block. The
naturally Christian spirit which has lost its faith in the truth of
Christianity is the true rebel against God and the wretched
world which He has created. When he comes to believe that
the spiritual meaning of the world is a delusion, all he sees is

1 Qjioted by Arnaudo, Le Nikilisme et les Nihilistes, p. 41.